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Merry Christmas to everyone and welcome to the December’s news letter.  It’s hard to believe that Christmas is 
now only a few weeks away, I do not know where the last several months have gone? It only seems like 
yesterday that we held our first practice evening, a really hot night I remember. Well it’s been another busy 
month for the Corps of Drums. We are gradually getting closer to where we need to be ready for what I believe 
will be a very busy 2006 for the Corps of Drums. I must say that all members are working really hard and it is 
beginning to show. With the RMA marching practice which we held last month I think all members are now 
beginning to march as a unit and are also understanding the importance of presenting ourselves correctly. We 
also held the 4 PLUS 1 Sponsored Walk last month which was a great success (more on this later on). I would 
like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who has helped us since we started the Corps of Drums. 
Although we still have a long way to go, if the help and support continues as it has so far then I think we should 
achieve our goals very quickly. I hope you enjoy the news letter and I would like to wish everyone a Merry 
Christmas and a Happy New Year. Regards Mark

The 4 PLUS 1 Sponsored Walk
November 5th saw members of the Corps of Drums, along with parent’s, supporters and several dogs take part 
in the 4 PLUS 1 Sponsored Walk. The event was in aid of our uniform fund and it was held at Barossa 
Common. We all met at 1.45 p.m. and promptly set off at 2 p.m. with Tom Clay as our route leader. After the 
first hill was negotiated I had to revert back to childhood and ask if we where nearly there yet? We decided to 
walk for the first four miles and march for the last mile. Although we did encounter a small amount of rain the 
majority of the walk was dry which really helped us. When we got to the last mile, everyone was formed up and 
on the command of “By the Centre, Quick March” everyone stepped of together. I checked the marching 
several times and have to say that the only rank to keep their dressings and march in step were the three dogs at 
the back. However I do think that the dog leads did assist? We arrived back at our starting point at 3.55 p.m. 
which gave us enough time to have a well earned drink and a bag of crisps before everyone left. Although we 
are still getting the sponsor money in, we believe we would have raised in excess of £1,500 which is a brilliant 
result. Well done to all participants.
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